____________________School/College of Veterinary Medicine	Comment by Martha Cline: Insert College/University Name
Student Chapter of the American Academy of Veterinary Nutrition

Constitution
Approved by the AAVN Student Member Committee XX/XX/XXXX	Comment by Martha Cline: This is the date the constitution is approved by the AAVN Student Member Committee. This date will be filled in by the AAVN Student Member Committee. 
Adopted XX/XX/XXXX	Comment by Martha Cline: This is the date the constitution is adopted by the respective student chapter. This date should be after approval by the AAVN Student Member Committee.

ARTICLE I – NAME 
The name of the club shall be: ___________________________________________ School/College of Veterinary Medicine Student Chapter of the American Academy of Veterinary Nutrition (AAVN)	Comment by Martha Cline: Insert College/University Name
 
ARTICLE II – AFFILIATION  
_______________ Student Chapter of the AAVN is affiliated with _________________________ School/College of Veterinary Medicine and the American Academy of Veterinary Nutrition. 	Comment by Martha Cline: Insert College/University Name	Comment by Martha Cline: Insert College/University Name
 
ARTICLE III – PURPOSE/OBJECTIVES 
To promote and comply with the primary objectives of the American Academy of Veterinary Nutrition. 
1. To provide a forum of discussion and exchange of information on matters of common interest as applied to the field of nutrition and its relationship to animal health.
2. To promote greater interest in and better understanding of current developments in nutrition as affecting animal health.
3. To promote research in fields where nutrition may have a relationship to health and/or disease.
4. To promote a closer cooperative relationship with those who share with veterinarians the responsibility of maintaining animal health through adequate nutrition. 
  
 ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP 
1. All full-time students of _________________________ who are enrolled in a program of study leading to a degree of Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (or equivalent) shall be eligible for membership. 	Comment by Martha Cline: Insert College/University Name
2. The student shall be considered an active member upon completion of registration with the student chapter and payment of dues (if applicable) for the duration of the academic year in which they completed the criteria.    
3. A member is in good standing if they are current with chapter dues (if applicable) and attend at least 50% of all general meeting and events.   
4. Members in good standing are eligible to vote, hold office, and serve on committees. 
5. Members are encouraged to register for student membership with the AAVN. 
6. Neither membership in, nor services provided by the organization will be denied to anyone meeting the standards of membership as established in the constitution on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, physical or mental disability, military status, or sexual orientation. 
		     
ARTICLE V- OFFICERS
1. Officers shall be President (1 or 2 individuals), Vice President (1 or 2 individuals), Secretary, and Treasurer. 	Comment by Martha Cline: You have the ability to have other officer positions not included here. Please refer to Article VI, 6, a
2. Faculty Advisor(s) (1 to 3 individuals) shall be employed by _____________________ or an active member of the AAVN. Faculty advisors are not eligible to vote on Executive Board or general membership decisions. 	Comment by Martha Cline: Insert University/College Name

ARTICLE VI – Duties of Officers
1. The President(s) shall: 
a. Preside over all executive and general membership meetings. 
b. Serve a term of one (1) academic year.
c. Administer the affairs of the organization according to the constitution and such other policies as may be adopted by the Executive Board or general membership.
d. Be the primary liaison to send and receive communications to/from the AAVN 
e. Submit a summary of the chapter’s activities for the previous academic year to the Executive Director of the AAVN by June 1st of each calendar year.  
2. The Vice President(s) shall: 
a. Preside over all executive and general membership meetings in the absence of the president. 
b. Serve a term of one (1) academic year. 
c. Assist the president in the affairs of the chapter according to Article VI, 1, c. 
d. Arrange the place and time of Executive Board and general chapter membership meetings. 
3. The Secretary shall: 
a. Serve a term of 1 – 3 academic year(s). 
b. Record and maintain accurate minutes of all executive and general chapter meetings. 
c. Maintain membership records and general documents of the chapter. 
d. Assist the president in the affairs of the organization according to Article VI, Section 1, c. 
e. By October 15th of each calendar year
i. Distribute copies of the constitution to all officers, faculty advisors and chapter members. 
ii. Distribute applications for student membership to the AAVN to all new student chapter members. 
iii. Submit a register of officer and faculty advisor names and contact information including email and phone number to the Executive Director of the AAVN. 
4. The Treasurer shall: 
a. Serve a term of 1 – 3 academic year(s). 
b. Be the sole custodian of the financial resources of the chapter and shall receive and hold all monies of the chapter in a depository as directed by the Executive Board.
c. Keep an account of all income, expenses, and assets. 
d. Provide a projected annual budget at the first general membership meeting of the academic year. 
e. Present a financial report at all executive and general chapter meetings.
5. The Faculty Advisor(s) shall: 
a. Act as a mentor to provide expertise, guidance, and profession networking to achieve the chapter’s objectives. 
b. Must attend or be available remotely if needed for at least 1/2 of chapter and executive board meetings. 
c. May be removed from their role by majority vote of the chapter membership. 
6. Other positions(s):
a. May be appointed by unanimous decision of the Executive Board.
b. May be removed from their role by majority vote of the Executive Board.

ARTICLE VII – Executive Board
1. Voting members shall consist of the President(s), Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, and other officers per Article V, 1I, 6, e. 
2. Non-voting ex officio members shall consist of the Faculty Advisors. 
3. Shall be vested in the management and control of the business and professional affairs of the organization. 
4. Shall have a quorum when three (3) voting members of the Executive Board are present in person or by other means of communication. 

ARTICLE VIII – ELECTION OF OFFICERS
1. The president(s), vice president(s) and if eligible secretary and treasurer shall be elected by majority vote of all eligible members casting ballots annually for the proceeding academic year. 
2. The election procedure is as follows: 
a. Nominees may be submitted by the membership to the president(s) by a date to be established by the Executive Board. 
b. A slate of candidates shall be announced, and a secret ballot distributed to voting members by the president(s).
c. Ballots are submitted to the president(s) by voting members. 
d. The president(s) shall announce the winners no later than May 15th of each calendar year. 
3. New officers will assume the responsibilities of office at the end of the spring semester of the academic year. 
4. If a majority vote is not received by one candidate for an office a run-off between the two candidates receiving the highest numbers of votes shall be held. 

ARTICLE IX – MEETINGS 
1. Executive Board meetings will be held at least once in the fall and spring semesters of each academic year to proceed the first general membership meeting of the semester. 
2. General chapter meetings will be held at least twice in the fall and spring semesters of each academic year. 
3. The time and location of all meetings will be announced by the vice president(s).
4. The majority of eligible voting members present and voting at general chapter meetings shall carry a motion.  

ARTICLE X – DUES 
1. Annual membership dues shall be determined by the Executive Board prior to the first general chapter meeting. 
2. Annual membership dues are due to the treasurer by October 15th of each calendar year or at the time of member request if occurring after October 15th. 

ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS 
1. Proposed amendments to the constitution with rational must be submitted to the chair of the AAVN Student Member Committee for approval.
2. Following approval by the AAVN Student Member Committee, the proposed amendment may be distributed to the eligible voting membership.
3. An affirmative vote shall require that at least two thirds (2/3) of eligible voting members voting to approve the proposal. 
4. The secretary shall send a new copy of the amended constitution of the Executive Director of the AAVN.   

ARTICLE XII – INACTIVE STATUS & DISSOLUTION
1. The student chapter will be considered inactive by the AAVN if the register of officer and faculty advisor names with contact information is NOT received by the Executive Director of the AAVN by October 15th of each calendar year.
2. A student chapter can regain their active status with submission of the register of officer and faculty advisor names with contact information to the Executive Director of the AAVN during the academic year. 
3. If inactive status shall occur, the acting faculty advisor(s) shall notify the Executive Director of the AAVN. The student chapter shall be considered inactive and a copy of the student chapter constitution shall be retained by the AAVN. 
4. In the event of dissolution, the chapter’s assets shall be distributed to the respective Student American Veterinary Medical Association. 

 
